Gambling With Water

 

 

The Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board held a Public Input Hearing in Gettysburg on May 17 concerning the proposed Crossroad Gaming Resort and Spa, locally referred to as the “Casino.” The Watershed Alliance of Adams County did not testify, but I presented a personal statement quoted in part below.
 “I am not here to speak for or against the Casino, but to inform you of my concerns about the water supply situation in Adams County and how the proposed Casino would affect that situation. Stated briefly, water supply is a problem. Here’s why.

“Adams County is unique in that it has no major streams or rivers flowing into it to tap for our water needs; all our streams flow out of the County. Therefore, we depend on precipitation, rain or snow melt, for virtually all our water supply. The precipitation infiltrates into underground aquifers and this groundwater is pumped from municipal or private wells to meet over 80% of our water needs.

“An advertisement placed in the Gettysburg Times by the Crossroads investor group predicts that the Casino will annually draw 3 million new visitors to the Gettysburg area, resulting in 1 million additional overnight hotel stays. A conservative estimate of water use by these millions of visitors and casino staff is at least 100 million gallons per year, and much greater water use is a realistic possibility. The peak water usage probably would occur during the summer tourist season when water use by others is high and groundwater levels and creek flows usually are lower.

“The Gettysburg Municipal Authority (GMA) does not now have the capacity to provide the water that would be needed for the predicted Casino visitors and staff. Under the GMA’s rules, to receive water from GMA developers would have to supply enough water into the GMA system to meet the Casino’s water needs. The source for such a huge new water supply is yet to be found.

“Regardless of whether one is for or against a casino near Gettysburg, all area residents have reason to be concerned about our limited water supply. It would be unfortunate if developing the proposed Casino would adversely affect existing water users and preclude other types of development that would provide good jobs and economic benefits, but use much less water.

“We don’t know whether the Crossroads investors will receive a license for their proposed Casino, but let’s assume the chances are 50/50 that they will. Gettysburg Borough residents and some residents of Cumberland and Straban Townships receive water from GMA and they will be affected if the Casino is built. Even if the Casino is not built, there are other large current and future developments in the GMA service area that will strain water resources.

“Perhaps now is the time to begin multi-municipal water resource planning for the GMA service area. If representatives appointed by Gettysburg Borough, Cumberland and Straban Townships, and the Adams County Office of Planning and Development could meet regularly with GMA representatives they could assess the water use impact of current and proposed development in the service area and plan to meet those needs in cost effective ways that do not jeopardize future water supplies. Such coordinated planning now could allow our current fragmented local government structure to address our needs in the 21st Century and avoid gambling with our water supply.”

Charles Skopic is the President of the Watershed Alliance of Adams County (WAAC). WAAC’s web address is www.adamswatersheds.org
