Happy Anniversary, WAAC!

	This month, the Watershed Alliance of Adams County celebrates its 10th anniversary, and you’re invited (details below). Anniversaries are a time to both reflect on the past and look ahead, so let’s review the past decade.  
	WAAC was established in 1999 by volunteers concerned about water issues. The purpose was, and still is, to monitor, improve, and protect Adams County’s water resources. The challenge was how to accomplish this in a fast-growing county of some 336,000 acres and 1,300 miles of streams and tributaries.
	Adams is a headwaters county: no significant streams flow in. We rely on precipitation – rain/snow – to recharge underground aquifers with water that is pumped out from private and municipal wells. Streams provide less than 20% of our water, fed by groundwater when there is no surface runoff from rain or snow. We have no alternative to protecting the water that falls from the sky.
	WAAC focuses on three areas: data, public education, and advocacy for water protection measures. Data collection and analysis is very important but requires years of effort. It’s easy to know when a well runs dry, but hard to use data to estimate when that might occur. The same is true for water pollution. Therefore, with grants and volunteers, WAAC conducted assessments of Rock, Middle, and Conewago Creeks, installed a stream flow gage on the Conewago, and worked with regulatory agencies to develop groundwater models for Adams County’s portions of the Potomac and Susquehanna River watersheds. This helps us understand our water situation much like blood tests help a physician understand a patient’s health.
	Public education is important because we all can contribute to water protection if we understand what should be done and why. Example: we would not intentionally poison our or our neighbor’s well, but we do that if our on-lot septic system malfunctions and harmful bacteria contaminate the groundwater. WAAC’s newsletter, articles such as this, and public seminars contribute to public understanding of water issues.
	WAAC’s water protection advocacy efforts helped build support for the Water and Land Protection Bond approved by voters (2008), the Water Resources Monitoring and Protection Program established by the County Commissioners (2008), and the Green Space Grant Program established by the Commissioners (2007). 
	So what can we expect during the next 10 years? The county’s population may increase from 102,000 to about 120,000, placing increased demands on our water resources, requiring new initiatives. One is integrated water resource planning for stormwater management, sewage treatment, and source water protection. For example, stormwater management was mostly concerned with flood prevention, draining water quickly with minimum erosion, but now is seen as also preventing rain from draining too quickly before it infiltrates the underground aquifers.
	Second, regional planning is beginning to take hold. Because water simply does not respect political boundaries, effective water resource protection involves cooperative arrangements among several municipalities in a watershed.
	WAAC will be involved with these issues, contributing data, advocacy, and public education to help understand and respond to current problems and new challenges such as climate change. Climate change will be the topic at WAAC’s 10th anniversary dinner meeting, April 22 at the Pike Restaurant, Gettysburg. Tickets are $30 (WAAC members $25); purchase before April 13th by sending a check to WAAC, P.O. Box 4329, Gettysburg. Hope to see you there.

Charles Skopic is a member of the Board and the past President of the Watershed Alliance of Adams County (WAAC). WAAC’s web address is www.adamswatersheds.org.
