Who’s protecting your water?
With all of the rain we’ve been enjoying over the last few weeks, it’s easy to forget that last spring we were in the midst of a severe drought. It’s easy to forget how dependant we are on rainfall for an adequate water supply, especially in Adams County, where we are the headwaters for many streams, but have no large streams ro rivers flowing in. Now that the creeks are flowing with water, we hope you take this opportunity to get involved and keep our water healthy for your family and children.
The Watershed Alliance of Adams County (WAAC) helps to ensure we have enough clean water for future generations.We are a volunteer organization whose mission is to monitor, protect, and improve the water resources in Adams County. Here are some highlights from the past year of what WAAC is doing to educate citizens and protect wildlife and water.
· The Middle Creek Partnership is underway with Strawberry Hill Nature Preserve and Adams County Trout Unlimited. The study will collect water quality data along the creek and focus restoration goals on one of the most development-pressed watersheds in Adams County: Middle Creek, a High-Quality Cold Water Fishery stream located in southwestern Adams County.
· WAAC maintains and funds a stream gage WAAC installed on the Conewago Creek in East Berlin to evaluate groundwater resources in the Susquehanna River Basin.

· The Interstate Commission on the Potomac River Basin, in partnership with WAAC, received a National Fish and Wildlife Foundation grant to refine an existing groundwater flow model of the Monocacy River basin so that it can be used as a water resources planning tool for watershed management in the Upper Monocacy River basin, specifically Adams County. 
· WAAC cosponsored our most successful Outdoor Expo to date! Our partnership with Adams County Trout Unlimited continued with the 4th Annual Adams County Fishing & Outdoor Expo with record attendance.

· WAAC’s webpage at www.adamswatersheds.org contains a variety of resources including information on the unique planning processes in Pennsylvania, specific information for Adams County, and information on current and past projects.

Without the volunteer and financial support of members, none of what we have accomplished, and are working to accomplish, would be possible. Please consider a tax-deductible membership at the highest possible level. Membership benefits include member events, quarterly newsletters, the satisfaction of protecting our water resources, and the joy of working with other concerned citizens.
To learn more about what WAAC does – and to meet other concerned citizens – please join us at our Annual Spring Banquet on Wednesday, April 23rd, at the Pike Restaurant in Gettysburg. Our guest speaker will be a representative from the Department of Environmental Protection discussing concerns about pharmaceuticals in water, focusing on research done in south-central Pennsylvania. 
If you would like more information on how to get involved with WAAC or about our Spring Banquet, contact our Program Administrator, Michelle Kirk at mkirk@adamswatersheds.org, or 717-677-4628. By working together, we can continue to achieve WAAC’s mission to protect and improve the water resources within Adams County.
Yvonne Werzinsky is a Director of the Watershed Alliance of Adams County (WAAC). WAAC’s web site www.adamswatersheds.org contains information if you would like to join, contribute, or volunteer.
