GWAW – Well, well, well.
Last month, the Penn State Cooperative Extension announced the results of a study of 700 wells in Pennsylvania. According to Genaro Armas of Associated Press, “Forty percent of the more than 700 wells tested statewide over the last two years contained excessive levels of at least one contaminant....”  One third of the wells showed evidence of coliform bacteria, which is not dangerous in itself, but which indicates that a well is not protected from intrusive substances. As it happens, the report came out just in time.
 The National Ground Water Association (NGWA) has declared March 8-14 as “Ground Water Awareness Week.”  What does that mean to Adams County?  Since 90% of us get our drinking water from groundwater sources, it is a wake-up call. Here is good advice from the professionals:

“Just as periodic checks of furnaces and smoke detectors are recommended, so is an annual water well checkup. Spring is a good time to have this done before the peak water-use season begins. As part of its annual Ground Water Awareness Week promotion, NGWA stresses the importance of yearly water testing and well maintenance.” (www.ngwa.org )
Those of us on water from municipal authorities pay to have those wells kept in best possible condition. The obvious problem is private wells. Having well water tested regularly is just good maintenance, like having the oil in a car changed on a specific schedule. We have some private water testers here, but the most easily available service can be arranged at the Adams County Conservation District in the Adams County Ag Center across from HAAC, 670 Old Harrisburg Road. For a fee they will provide a testing kit and arrange for the sample to be submitted and the results to be returned.
The NGWA also recommends a second level of well maintenance. From time to time it is essential to have a professional well technician check out any apparent problems with the wellhead, the flow level, and all aspects of the pumping system, such as the set-up and performance of the pump motor, pressure tank, etc.
If a private well shows contamination, there is a good chance it is shared with neighboring wells. One of the sources of contamination is leaking underground heating oil tanks. Many in-ground oil tanks have been in-ground for a long time, so they develop leaks. A leak can be discovered by measuring the tank level at the end of the furnace season and before using the furnace in the fall. A leaking tank can be a big problem for a homeowner. However, help is available. The Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) has established a fund to partly reimburse owners of tanks smaller than 3,000 gallons who need to remove them and restore the site. For each tank, they require a $1,000 deductible and will provide a maximum of $4,000 reimbursement. To find out more, contact the DEP at the Storage Tanks Cleanup Program in Harrisburg at 717-783-9475 contact the Environmental Cleanup Program in your local DEP regional office; or e-mail tankcleanup@dep.state.pa.us.
R. B. Lasco is a member of the Board of the Watershed Alliance of Adams County. WAAC’s web address is www.adamswatersheds.org.
