Calling all middle school teachers

“Tell me and I forget. Teach me and I remember. Involve me and I learn.” Said Benjamin Franklin.

You and your students are invited to become involved in the 2011 PA Children’s Water Festival at Gettysburg College on Tuesday, May 24. The theme of the Festival: Unlock the History of Water in Pennsylvania. It is an educational event that will involve children in learning about a precious resource, water. Every school district in Adams County and the Hanover and South Western school districts have agreed to promote the Festival.

During the Festival, students explore water through interactive activities and learn about drinking water, surface water, groundwater, watersheds, and water quality. Festival activities include the games Water Jeopardy and Water Wheel of Fortune, Water Cycle Boogie, Edible Aquifers, Bubble-ology, and 30 other hands-on activities and games. The entertainment includes Tom Chapin, the environmental folk singer. The students get tee shirts, the teachers receive educational materials – everyone who participates has fun! And we all get a better understanding of our sources of water, and a greater appreciation of how truly precious water is.

The Festival is free, but registration is required; the deadline to register is December 17. Space is limited, and attendees are accepted on a first-come, first-served basis, so sign up now. Contact Margaret Martens at 202-625-4387, or mmartens@watersystemscouncil.org.

Last year’s Festival, in Hudson, N.Y., was attended by more than 2,000 students. After previous Festivals, students wrote, “I liked making an aquifer out of ice cream…it was gross and fun”; “I’ll turn off the water when I brush my teeth and pick up my dog’s poop so it doesn’t get into the water”; and “I’ve learned a lot about saving water and stopping it from getting dirty. It was really cool.”

Teachers wrote, “I appreciated the hands-on activities and how everything at the festival reinforced learning. My kids and I loved it”; and “There are many issues, like runoff, that are applicable here. The only way to learn is through interactive events like this.”

The Festivals are modeled after the internationally-acclaimed Children’s Groundwater Festival founded in 1988. In the U.S., Festivals are produced by the non-profit Water Systems Council (warersystemscouncil.org), which focuses on household wells and small water systems, the kinds we have in Adams County. The Council’s mission is to ensure that we have safe, reliable drinking water, and to protect our groundwater resources. It fits perfectly with the mission of the Watershed Alliance of Adams County (WAAC), whose mission is to improve and protect the water resources of Adams County.

WAAC has already signed up to be a Festival Sponsor, and we encourage other local organizations and businesses to also become sponsors; contact Margaret Martens.

Now would be a good time to join the Watershed Alliance. This year, we kicked-off our participation in the development of the Watershed Resources Management Plan for the Marsh and Rock Creek Watersheds, one of only three areas in Pennsylvania nominated as a Critical Water Planning Area; co-sponsored State of the Water Workshops for municipal officials and the public; and carried out an annual Stream Clean-Up, this year Tom’s Creek, just to name a few activities. I ask you to join so that together we can continue to pursue our mission “to improve and protect the water resources of Adams County.”

Mark Berg is the President of the Watershed Alliance of Adams County (WAAC). WAAC’s web site www.adamswatersheds.org contains information if you would like to join, contribute, or volunteer.
