2008 was a very good year…

…for land and water in Adams County. Two major actions will protect our water and land for years to come.
In July, Adams County commissioners adopted a resolution creating a county-wide Water Resources Monitoring and Protection Program, operating under the guidance of a Water Resources Advisory Committee (WRAC). Members of the Watershed Alliance of Adams County (WAAC) worked with the commissioners to help establish the Program, and several WAAC members now serve on the Committee.
Second, voters approved – by a margin of 3 to 1 – the Adams County Water and Land Protection Bond Referendum authorizing the commissioners to spend up to $10 million “…for the purposes of financing land conservation and preservation efforts, including protection of drinking water sources, stream water quality, wildlife habitat, farmland, open space and recreation lands…” WAAC supported the referendum, and participated in an ad hoc committee to inform voters about the need for the bond. WAAC is also represented on the county’s Green Space Advisory Committee that will recommend properties for protection using the proceeds of the bond.
I specifically mention the leadership and participation of WAAC and its member’s in both actions because one of WAAC’s strategic objectives is to be an effective advocate for the protection of water resources. WAAC is a relatively small volunteer organization, and by itself cannot do all that is necessary to maintain the quantity and quality of our water. But we do help foster an understanding, by residents and municipal officials, of what needs to be done, and we help get it done.
WAAC’s other accomplishments in 2008 include completion of field work for the  Middle Creek Assessment in partnership with Strawberry Hill Nature Preserve and Adams County Trout Unlimited; Middle Creek is a High-Quality Cold Water Fishery stream located in southwestern Adams County. The field work collected water quality data along the creek and identified restoration goals on one of the most development-pressed watersheds in Adams County.
WAAC maintains and funds a stream gage that WAAC had installed on the Conewago Creek in East Berlin to evaluate groundwater resources in that watershed. Data from the gage will enable WRAC to monitor water resources in northern Adams County.
The Interstate Commission on the Potomac River Basin, in partnership with WAAC, refined a ground water flow model of the Monocacy River basin, another tool for WRAC, that can be used for watershed management in the upper Monocacy River basin, specifically in Adams County.
WAAC is a supporting member of the Adams County Partnership for Land Use Education, providing residents with the knowledge to understand growth concerns in Adams County. The results of the Middle Creek Assessment will be presented at a Partnership forum later this year.
Finally, WAAC’s web page contains a variety of resources, including information on planning processes in Pennsylvania, specific information for Adams County, and information on current and past projects. Additionally, this monthly educational column in the Gettysburg Times discusses topics from ranging the harmful effects of not recycling bottled water containers, to understanding our limited groundwater resources.

Looking ahead, WAAC will celebrate its 10th Anniversary this year. Since its founding, WAAC has carried out many projects to improve and protect water resources in Adams County. While much has been accomplished, much more remains to be done. I hope you will join us in our work.

Mark Berg is the President of the Watershed Alliance of Adams County (WAAC). WAAC’s web site www.adamswatersheds.org contains information if you would like to join, contribute, or volunteer.
