WRAC’S FIRST ANNUAL REPORT

On July 16, 2008, the Adams County Commissioners signed Resolution 15 establishing the Adams County Water Resources Advisory Committee (WRAC) and gave five charges to the committee, recognizing that the county has “increasing water needs for a growing population, and for its agricultural, commercial, and tourism industries.” WRAC is to provide advice to the commissioners on: 1) the need for water monitoring efforts; 2) trends in groundwater supplies; 3) the development of ordinances protecting our water supply; 4) the progress of the county’s Water Supply and Wellhead Protection Plan; and 5) information about other water-related issues that come to the commissioners’ attention.


Four quarterly meetings have been held since the initial session last September, as well as numerous sessions of the four subcommittees—monitoring, protection, collaboration, and forecasting. The members of these subcommittees inventoried what data we have access to, and identified what additional data we need to gather. During that same period, the county also saw a decrease in the development patterns and pressures, as well as a growing concern over the local economies.


While initially intending to provide the commissioners with recommendations that would address the first four charges, cost concerns prevailed at the July 28 session, and the only recommendation from WRAC that will go forward to the commissioners will be to continue the county’s share (along with York County and the Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection [PaDEP]) of the funding of the Conewago stream gauge at East Berlin. Eight other recommendations discussed at the July session were tabled and will be brought forward to be developed on a cost-effective basis, either through cooperation with other agencies or literally in-house with volunteer work from WRAC membership.
Critical to the success of WRAC to date has been the cooperative atmosphere, resulting largely from the joint realization of the cooperating municipal authorities, municipal governments, and local water companies that water is indeed a finite resource, and that Adams County does not  have any significant surface water resources; Adams County residents—whether or not they utilize the services provided by community water systems—are dependent on groundwater supplies, their protection, and their continuation.  Added to this cooperative effort has been the involvement of the major regulatory agencies—PaDEP, Interstate Commission on the Potomac River Basin and the Susquehanna River Basin Commission.
The primary focus of WRAC this first year has been on education and technical expertise. Municipal authorities are composed of volunteers, many of whom have had only a limited exposure to the complex aspects of the hydrologic cycle, so efforts have focused on the geology, the soils, and the groundwater characteristics of Adams County. This effort has led to the sharing of information, thereby assisting the protection, forecasting, and monitoring subcommittees. A review by the collaboration subcommittee of pertinent regulations, the Pennsylvania Municipalities Planning Code (MPC), and other documents provided the administrative foundation for the efforts WRAC, and enabled WRAC to work with the Adams County Office for Planning and Development and the Adams County Conservation District.

Goals for the coming year include an emphasis on monitoring water table static levels, and working with well drillers in the county in an effort to collect pertinent data related to ground water resources.
Bill Hanne is the Chairman of the Adams County Water Resources Advisory Committee and the Mayor of Arendtsville Borough. He is a member of the Board of the Watershed Alliance of Adams Count; WAAC’s web address is AdamsWatersheds.org.

