Row your boat…for a clean stream
On May 7th, members of the Watershed Alliance of Adams County (WAAC) and volunteers from the community, with support from area businesses, performed a stream cleanup of a section of the West Branch of the Conewago Creek. Stream cleanups have many benefits including: improving the health of the stream’s ecology and habitat; improving water quality; and increasing its overall aesthetics and physical beauty. They even provide an economic benefit by improving the general characteristics of the community.
WAAC conducts stream cleanups annually, and this year it added a navigable stream component. The focus of the cleanup was on a section of the Conewago Creek from the McSherrystown Fish and Game Protective Association headquarters to Route 30 near Scozzaro’s Old Mill Inn. The participants navigated the stream in canoes and kayaks, donated for use by the Appalachian Outdoor School (AOS) Marina.  This enabled the group to navigate the stream while stopping along the banks to gather trash and debris. This particular section of stream was appropriate for cleanup by water with convenient locations, offered by McSherrystown Fish and Game and by Scozzaro’s Old Mill Inn, for places to put in and take out the canoes. Neiderer Sanitation donated their facility to deposit the trash gathered by the clean-up. Special thanks go out to these establishments for the help they provided with this initiative.
The participants started their voyage at McSherrystown Fish and Game where they received their tools (trash bags, rakes, gloves, canoes, and life vests) and were briefed on water safety. During the cleanup, the group removed a few tires, barrels, buckets, cans, plastic bags, cups, fishing lines and hooks, etc. – enough to fill two pick-up trucks! The trash was loaded on the canoes, floated down stream to bridge crossings where it was unloaded and transported by the trucks to Neiderer’s. The group was pleasantly surprised at the overall cleanliness of the stream, as the collection was less than half of the trash found in previous cleanups. The task came to an end at the Old Mill where the volunteers, satisfied with the work they provided, and entertained by the canoe trip, enjoyed lunch catered by the Scozzaro’s, courtesy of WAAC.
The overall effort was a success and pleasing to all took part. WAAC intends on doing a cleanup annually in the spring, and will certainly consider another navigable element sometime in the future. We are always looking for new locations to clean up, so if you know of a stream in your area that you would like to nominate, please contact WAAC at adamswatersheds.org. And, of course, your volunteer time would always be welcome.  You may be surprised how fulfilling a few hours of volunteer time will be.  

Chad Clabaugh, a Board member of WAAC, is a Civil Engineer with title of project manager and client representative for municipally-related projects for C.S. Davidson, Inc.  WAAC’s web address is AdamsWatersheds.org.
