Protecting our water
As we all know, water resources in Adams County is a major issue at both the county and municipal levels. We also know that it is not an issue that is going away anytime soon.  To help inform local decision makers, the Conservation District sponsored the conference “Adams County State of the Waters.” It provided an overview of the water quantity and quality issues across the county. Even though there was a large audience of local, county, and state officials, only 10 of 34 municipalities in Adams County sent representatives.  For those who could not attend the conference, you can find the State of the Waters presentations at www.adamswatersheds.org/pastprojects.html. 
But water resources protection does not happen just at these levels. One of the levels routinely forgotten is the individual landowners and the actions that everyone can take. There are some easy things we can do to protect our personal drinking water and our local streams. Both are very important to me and probably to most of us. So what can you do?  

Private well owners can do multiple things to protect their drinking water. The first is to reduce water consumption. The area around your well is vulnerable to pollution, and the size of that area increases as your water consumption increases. By decreasing consumption, you may help protect your water from problems that you have little control over, like activities on your neighbors’ property. Secondly, you should protect the area around your well from leaking automobile fluids, and reduce the use of pesticides, fertilizers, and other chemicals. You also want to be conscious of the harmful chemicals – including medications – you pour down your drains. In many cases, you drink the water that leaches through your septic system or your neighbors’.  So keep in mind that you may drink what you flush. Another good activity is to get your water tested by someone who is not trying to sell you a product. The Adams County Conservation District offers a monthly water testing program and sends the samples to a Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection-certified lab.

Landowners with streams on their property can help in another way. Think for a second:  Where are the healthiest streams in Adams County?  Well, most of them are on the western and northern parts of the county where the streams are mostly in forested areas.  It is not a coincidence but proven science. One of the best things you can do for a stream is to plant trees along the banks. This is also known as a forested riparian buffer.   
A stream that has 50 feet of trees on each bank will receive specific protection, including stream bank stabilization, nutrient removal, sediment control, and flood control, and also provides wildlife habitat.  Another benefit of trees is shade that they provide. This will keep the stream water cooler and at a more natural temperature which will reduce the stress on the fish and other aquatic organisms. Forested riparian buffers have economic benefits as well. They have been known to increase property value.
There are many other ways and opportunities to help protect water resources in the county. On June 19th, the Watershed Alliance of Adams County (WAAC) will be having their annual stream cleanup along Tom’s Creek in Fairfield. For more information or to participate, contact Adam McClain at amcclain@adamscounty.us. 

Adam McClain is the Watershed Specialist for the Adams County Conservation District and the Vice President of the Watershed Alliance of Adams County. WAAC’s web address is www.adamswatersheds.org.
