Introducing WRAC
On July 16, 2008, the Adams County Commissioners established a Water Resources Advisory Committee (WRAC). To quote the commissioners’ Resolution, this committee, composed of volunteers from across the county and from a spread of water-related activities such as municipal authorities, consumers, and local governmental agencies “…will periodically, and upon request, provide advice to the Board [of Commissioners] on matters concerning:

A. The need for…means and efforts to evaluate the County’s water status;

B. Arrangements for…data needed to identify trends in groundwater and surface water supplies;

C. Programs and measures…that could help protect the County’s water resources;

D. The status of actions taken by municipalities…in response to recommendations in the Water Supply and Wellhead Protection Plan; and

E. Such other matters as the Board determines to be of potential significance to the County’s water resources.”

WRAC’s first meeting was held on September 23 with 39 participants in attendance.  That session’s major result was the formation of four initial sub-committees: on monitoring, forecasting, protection, and collaboration. (As WRAC develops, there may be a need to add one or more sub-committees, or to meld two or more, depending on the determination of “what we know” and “what we need to know.”)  Each sub-committee met during the month of October, and the entire group reassembled on October 28, with over 40 present, to hear the concerns and prospects of each sub-committee. In addition, Judy Chambers of Penn State Cooperative Extension of Adams County facilitated presentations that afternoon by Dick Schmoyer, Adams County Office of Planning & Development, on the Stormwater Management Act (Act 167); by Charlie Bennett of Knouse Foods on the Water Resources Planning (Act 220); and by Jay Braund, Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection, on the Commonwealth’s developing Integrated Water Resources concept.
An area of apparent overlap was discussed—the protection sub-committee and the collaboration sub-committee had independently determined that an area of major concern was the implementation of the recommendations in the county’s 2001 Water Supply and Wellhead Protection Plan. There were provisions and recommendations in this plan that merited further study on the part of both sub-committees, and they will be meeting prior to the January 27, 2009, meeting of WRAC.
The point was stressed several times throughout both sessions that WRAC is essentially an organization that possessed influence without authority—that authority lies with the municipalities and the county. WRAC is a “bottom up” organization in that the individual homeowner with a well, or the local community water service usually provides the first indicator that there is a water issue in an area, and WRAC is the clearing house for such information and indicators. As the tasking from the commissioners stated, WRAC is to “provide advice” in those five major areas—determination of the county’s water status, identification of trends in water supplies, recommendations as to measures that could be taken to protect the water supplies, encouragement of collaboration among municipalities, and other matters related to ensuring that sufficient amounts of quality water continue to be available to residents and enterprises in Adams County.

Bill Hanne, Mayor of Arendtsville, is the Chairman of the Water Resources Advisory Committee. He can be reached at A-villeMayor@superpa.net.
