It was a good year


A new year—a time when we reflect on the past and look ahead with hope and resolutions. For Adams County residents concerned about our environment and quality of life, which includes most if not all of us, 2007 was a good year.


The Adams County Green Space Grant Program, developed from a decade of reports and recommendations, finally became reality in 2007. The commissioners authorized the program and an initial allocation of $ 1 million ($600,000 plus $400,000 for ag land preservation). The $600,000 of county grants awarded in 2007 generated about three times as much in donated easements and matching funds from other sources—a very good start for a program to preserve farms and land for parks, open space, and protection of historic or cultural sites.


In addition, the Land Conservancy of Adams County preserved over 1,200 acres, bringing its total to more than 5,000 acres. The County’s Ag Land Preservation Program added about 1,100 acres, bringing its total to nearly 17,000 acres. But there is still much to be done in our county of some 334,000 acres. All of these land preservation programs help protect our scarce water resources, which is why the Watershed Alliance is actively involved. Since we rely on precipitation for our water supply and groundwater for storage, we must protect the land to protect our water. In that regard, a Land Conservancy project that preserved over 500 acres at the headwaters of both Marsh Creek and Conewago Creek is especially noteworthy.


And let’s not forget the work of volunteer-based organizations such as the South Mountain Audubon Society, the local chapter of Trout Unlimited, and Strawberry Hill Nature Center. They often do not receive well-deserved recognition for their environmental protection and education work that benefits our county.


Some municipalities have also been active in preservation and planning to protect our land and water. Mount Joy Township has had a farmland preservation program, and Union Township established a preservation program in 2007. Municipalities in the southeast and northwest sections of our county are working on joint comprehensive plans that will enable participating municipalities to improve their land use and zoning.  Municipalities in the southwest are beginning their joint planning process.


The County’s Office of Planning and Development completed a draft Greenways Plan that will be presented for public comment in 2008. A Greenways Plan identifies corridors along natural features such as creeks and ridges or man-made features such as roadways or abandoned railroads that connect parks, natural areas, or cultural and historic sites. Greenways have many uses, such as hiking and biking trails, while also protecting waterways and wildlife. They are very attractive and useful for both residents and tourists.


Looking ahead, I believe the progress in 2007 will be continued in 2008, but not without work and willingness to break new ground. The Green Space Grant Program needs continued funding; the Land Conservancy, Watershed Alliance, and similar volunteer groups need membership support; the joint comprehensive plans must be translated into multi-municipal cooperation and compatible zoning; more municipalities—especially Gettysburg and the surrounding townships—need to develop joint plans; and the county’s water supply situation, including the “big pipe” if approved, must become a priority matter.


Can we do all this?  My hope is that with good will and hard work we can, and that 2008 will be another good year.

Charles Skopic is the past President of the Watershed Alliance of Adams County (WAAC). WAAC’s web address is www.adamswatersheds.org.

