
PennsylvaniaPennsylvania Water PlanningWater Planning
Shared ResourceShared Resource……Shared ResponsibilityShared Responsibility



The Pennsylvania State Water Plan:  The Pennsylvania State Water Plan:  
A NonA Non--Traditional ApproachTraditional Approach

Benchmark Plan sets vision for Benchmark Plan sets vision for 
20082008……20302030

Collaboration with 169 appointed Collaboration with 169 appointed 
Statewide and Regional Committee Statewide and Regional Committee 
MembersMembers





““The Layer Cake ApproachThe Layer Cake Approach””

Data & Analysis

Pennsylvania Water Atlas
Statewide and Regional maps, Regional highlights, Simple statistics

State Water Plan Principles
Priorities, Policies and 

Recommendations



What will the State Water Plan do to What will the State Water Plan do to 
enhance planning efforts in enhance planning efforts in 

Pennsylvania? Pennsylvania? 

Answer the following questions: Answer the following questions: 
How much water do we have?How much water do we have?

How much water do we use? and,How much water do we use? and,

How much water do we need?How much water do we need?

Provide information to make more informed Provide information to make more informed 
decisionsdecisions



What Are We Trying to Protect?What Are We Trying to Protect?
Balanced approach to ensure resources needs are Balanced approach to ensure resources needs are 

met to sustain:met to sustain:

A high quality of life for A high quality of life for 
residents, businesses, and residents, businesses, and 
visitorsvisitors
JobsJobs
Recreational Recreational 
opportunitiesopportunities
Natural resourcesNatural resources

Heritage as a Heritage as a 
manufacturing and manufacturing and 
agricultural leaderagricultural leader
HabitatHabitat
Drinking water suppliesDrinking water supplies
Water for residential Water for residential 
needsneeds





Data, Tool Development and Use Data, Tool Development and Use 

Registration,  Reporting and Record KeepingRegistration,  Reporting and Record Keeping

Water Analysis Screening ToolWater Analysis Screening Tool





State Water AtlasState Water Atlas



Statewide PrioritiesStatewide Priorities

1.1. Continue Data Gathering, Analyzing and Continue Data Gathering, Analyzing and 
DisseminatingDisseminating

2.2. Promote Integrated Water Resources Promote Integrated Water Resources 
ManagementManagement

3.3. Encourage Innovative TechnologiesEncourage Innovative Technologies



Potomac Regional Committee Potomac Regional Committee 
PrioritiesPriorities

Address land use planning and growthAddress land use planning and growth



Potomac Regional Committee Potomac Regional Committee 
PrioritiesPriorities

Develop land use programs Develop land use programs 
that protect water quality that protect water quality 

and quantity and and quantity and 
preserve the ecological preserve the ecological 

integrity of groundwater integrity of groundwater 
and surface water, and surface water, 
including springs, including springs, 
streams, lakes and streams, lakes and 

wetlands wetlands 



Recommendations in the State Water Recommendations in the State Water 
Plan Include:Plan Include:

Trend AssessmentTrend Assessment

Integrated Water Resource ManagementIntegrated Water Resource Management

Water Conservation and EfficiencyWater Conservation and Efficiency



Highlights of the State Water PlanHighlights of the State Water Plan

Sound science is the baseline for the PlanSound science is the baseline for the Plan

Statewide and Regional Recommendations and Statewide and Regional Recommendations and 
PrioritiesPriorities

Water AtlasWater Atlas

All of these elements provide data for more All of these elements provide data for more 
informed decision makinginformed decision making



Next Steps: Beyond the 2008 Next Steps: Beyond the 2008 

State Water PlanState Water Plan
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