


The Pennsylvania State Water Plan:
A Non-Traditional Approach

m Benchmark Plan sets vision for
2008...2030

m Collaboration with 169 appointed
Statewide and Regional Committee
Members



Regional Water Resource Planning Areas
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“The Layer Cake Approach”

State Water Plan Principles

Priorities, Policies and
Recommendations

Pennsylvania Water Atlas

Statewide and Regional maps, Regional highlights, Simple statistics

Data & Analysis



What will the State Water Plan do to
enhance planning efforts in
Pennsylvania?

= Answer the following questions:
® How much water do we have?
® How much water do we use? and,

® How much water do we need?

B Provide information to make more informed
decisions



What Are We Trying to Protect?

Balanced approach to ensure resources needs are
met to sustain:

® A high quality of life for m Heritage as a
residents, businesses, and manufacturing and
visitors agricultural leader

® Jobs m Habitat

m Recreational B Drinking water supplies
opportunities m Water for residential

m Natural resoutrces needs



Total Water Withdrawals
in Pennsylvania
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O Public Water

Supply
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Source: PADEP, 2003



Data, Tool Development and Use

m Registration, Reporting and Record Keeping
m Water Analysis Screening Tool



Statewide Watersheds Selected for Data Verification
Screening for Critical Water Planning Areas
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State Water Atlas

Water, Land and People—everything is Connected

early three-fourths of the Earth’s

is covered by water. Hi

resource is s
iz locked in glaciers, ice caps and mountain snos
This leaves only 1%, of the earth's water ble as
freshwater for use in agricultus generation,
drinking water, manufacturing and mining operations.

rolegiz

the plane
time within particula
climatic conditions or changs

filter and purify er, provide industrial process
and irrigation water and offer natural flo

protection. Thess natural pro

pes and other “green infrastructure™ in
.. Land use planning and practices have a
direct and immediate impact on water flow and resources,
wildlife habitat for all aguatic and terrestrial

. As papulations increase or spread out and
lopment continues, demand
Mormal precipita
be enough to meet current dem

How ertain regions may experience v

during times of drought.

other states do as well Water from the

quehanna, Potomac, Delaware and

ylvanians are connected
through our rivers to the Delaware Estuary,
Chesapeake Bay, Great Lakes, Gulf of Mexico
and every state in between. idering the

ter resources is a top priority.

B Che L pollutants — Factories
wastewater treatment plant:
lawns, mining operations and
may release chemicals into the environment.
id mine drainage, petroleum
d mercury name a few, can

temns, water

® Nutrients — Although nitrogen and
phosphorus are fund natura

aquatic ec cessive amounts

of these nutrients can be harmful to the
environment. Runoff from agricultural areas
(fertilizers and manurs) and developed are;
{failing septic ecosystems and exce

lawn fertilization) containing high levels of

Individual actions play an important role when it
comes to protecting drinking water supplies. Here

are a few things you can do to reduce water pollution:

B Minimize use of fertizilers and chemicals in your
yard and da not apply them right befare it rains.
Use natural fertilizers ike manure, mulch, or

compost.

M Plant trees or grass next to streams in your
watershed. Thay will help keep the soilin place
and out of the stream. Plants also help catch

chemicals that can get washed into streams.
W Always pick up after your pet.

¥ Do not dispose of used motor oil, antifreszs,
sobvents, hazardous chemicals or wasts in storm

or heme drains

W Make sure your septic tank is properly sited,
designed, constructed and maintaine

® Don't allow heavy metals, batteries, solvents,

pesticides or petroleum products to go to landfills.
™ [Make sure that wells are properly constructed.

® Refrain from dumping trash in areas other than

those indicated safe.

® Rather than salting, shovel small amounts of snow
to keep it from turning to ice




Statewide Priorities

Continue Data Gathering, Analyzing and
Disseminating

Promote Integrated Water Resources
Management

Encourage Innovative Technologies



Potomac Regional Committee
Priorities

Address land use planning and growth




Potomac Regional Committee
Priorities

Develop land use programs
that protect water quality
and quantity and
preserve the ecological
integrity of groundwater
and surface watet,

including springs,
streams, lakes and
wetlands



Recommendations in the State Water
Plan Include:

m Trend Assessment
m Integrated Water Resource Management

B Water Conservation and Efficiency



Highlights of the State Water Plan

B Sound science is the baseline for the Plan

m Statewide and Regional Recommendations and
Priorities

m Water Atlas

All of these elements provide data for more
informed decision making



ext Steps: Beyond the 2008

State Water Plan
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