LOCAL NON-PROFIT GROUPS OFFER A WINTER DIVERSION FOR OUTDOOR ENTHUSIASTS
It’s that time of year again, when many of us with a passion for the outdoors get cabin fever! The fall hunting season is a fading memory and the excitement of trout season’s opening day is fast approaching (April 16th).

Two Adams County’s non-profit groups with similar goals of protecting our most valuable natural resource – water - have joined together to offer a late winter weekend diversion. The Watershed Alliance of Adams County (WAAC) and Adams County Trout Unlimited (TU) are hosting the first annual Adams County Fishing & Outdoor Exposition.

These two organizations work to protect and improve the water resources of Adams County. You can see one of WAAC’s stream restoration projects along the upper portion of Conewago Creek at the Conewago Campground on Route 233.  A 2000-foot reach of Conewago Creek had been degraded by many factors: for example, bank vegetation loss, eroded and undercut streambanks contributing to higher water temperature, reduced cover for trout, increased water cloudiness, and stream bed gravel clogged with fine sediment. All these factors added up to the potential loss of a high quality trout stream.  The restoration included building stream bank and stream channel structures to redirect water flow, planting native vegetation to restore the riparian buffer. Take a look at the results; we’re sure you’ll be pleased.

The tradition of attending winter expositions that focus on fishing and hunting is an old and cherished one.  Outdoors enthusiasts look forward to attending these shows each year:  to add to their collection of equipment and supplies, check out the new merchandise, and learn a trick or two at free educational seminars. It gives them an opportunity to talk with others, sharing their latest hunting and fishing experiences.  Many of our neighboring counties host expositions just like the one we will be hosting in Adams County. A high turnout of attendees and exhibitors will help promote our rich local resources of wildlife, forests and clean coldwater streams. In addition, you will be supporting our local Trout Unlimited Chapter and the Watershed Alliance of Adams County.

The exhibitors, many of them local, will be showcasing a variety of merchandise and services. There will be fishing and hunting supplies, hand-carved art, log furniture and much more. Demonstrations by professional anglers will take place throughout the weekend. A raffle of donated items and door prizes will be available both days.  There will be something for everyone, so bring the whole family!

The Exposition is being held March 5 & 6, 2005 at Buchanan Valley Fire Company, located at 1180 Buchanan Valley Rd., Orrtanna, approximately 2 miles north of Route 30. Take a drive through scenic farmland, apple orchards, past meandering streams & woodlands to join us for the Adams County Fishing & Outdoor Expo! Admission is $3 for adults; children under 12 are admitted free. Hours for the event are Saturday: 8am-5pm and Sunday: 8am-3pm. A variety of foods will be available for purchase.  

Exhibitor spaces are still available. Cost per 10’ space, table provided, is $20; a limited number of spaces with electric are available for $25. If you are interested in reserving a space, please contact Michelle Kirk at 717-677-4628 or waterstartshere@yahoo.com.

Heidi Marker is a member of the Board of the Watershed Alliance od Adams County.







