HELP CONSERVE THE CONEWAGO CREEK WATERSHED
First, let’s define what a “watershed” is. In fact, the word has two meanings, both of which apply to Adams County. The first is simply a line which divides the flow of water (for example, rainfall) into opposite directions. The crest or ridge of a roof is therefore a watershed, as is the Continental Divide, with water on the eastern side flowing toward the Atlantic Ocean, and on the western side toward the Pacific Ocean. The second meaning of watershed is all that land from which water drains into a particular body of water, such as a stream, a river, or a bay.

If we envision Adams County as somewhat of a square on a map, it can be divided by a diagonal line drawn from its northwest corner (Franklin/Menallen Township) to its southeast corner (Union Township). This diagonal line approximates the county’s watershed in the first sense; rainfall to the south and west of this line flows ultimately into the Potomac River, while rainfall to the north and east flows into the Susquehanna River by way of the Conewago Creek. Both rivers flow into the Chesapeake Bay.

The Conewago Creek watershed, in the second sense of the word, is all the land in the northeast half of Adams County, the northern half of York County, a tiny bit of southern Cumberland County, and a slip of northern Carroll County, Maryland.  All the creeks and streams in this large area flow into the Conewago Creek, and ultimately into the Susquehanna River.

An ongoing study is trying to evaluate everything that affects the water in the Conewago Creek Watershed. Spearheaded by the Pennsylvania Environmental Council, public meetings have been held – and more will be scheduled – to gain insight into the factors affecting the Conewago Creek Watershed and its surrounding streams, including excessive nutrient runoff from farms, runoff from housing developments, sewage treatment facilities, and industrial sites. Old dams are being studied, as are wetlands, riparian vegetation, wildlife, and fish. Access to streams for recreational purposes is also on the list.

The Conewago Creek Watershed Steering Committee is actively seeking broad participation in this study so that the final recommendations, whatever they may be, will reflect as many interests as possible. Here’s how you can help. On the internet, go to www.pecpa.org – the Pennsylvania Environmental Council’s website.  Click on “What We Do,” then click on “Watersheds.” Scroll down under “Project” until you come to “Conewago Creek Watershed Conservation Plan” under the heading “Rivers Conservation Programs.” You will then be able to access and print out a detailed map of the Conewago Creek Watershed. You will also be able to print out a survey form so you can add your comments and concerns if you wish.

The study coordinator is Leanne Beck at lbeck@pecpa.org, phone number 717 230-8044, ext. 15. Leanne’s address is Pennsylvania Environmental Council, 130 Locust Street, Suite 200, Harrisburg, 17101.

The Watershed Alliance of Adams County, the Adams County Conservation District, and the Adams County Planning Commission, along with their counterparts in York County, are all partners in this project. We hope you’ll take the time to add your insights to this worthwhile endeavor.

Robert B. Greer is a member of the Board of the Watershed Alliance of Adams County. He can be reached at waterstartshere@yahoo.com.

