Green space program praised

The Watershed Alliance of Adams County (WAAC) is pleased to support the new Green Space Program being provided by the Adams County Commissioners. WAAC is represented on the Green Space Advisory Committee by Chairman Patrick Naugle and Charles Skopic, both past presidents of WAAC, and Bicky Redman, WAAC’s Treasurer, serving in her capacity as Adams County Director of Environmental Services.
The objective of the Green Space Program is to “identify and protect locally significant lands for agricultural preservation, open space and natural resource preservation, parks and recreation, and historical/cultural resources.” It is a grant program in which $1,000,000 will be made available as matching funds for projects submitted by any of the Adams boroughs or townships, as well as by non-governmental organizations that have a similar objective and can meet the grant criteria. (Note that this represents $600,000 in new money to increase what the County already allocates for ag land preservation.) The proposals must be limited to the purchase of land or easements. Specifically, entities seeking County funds may use other government or private grants as their portion of the matching funds. The money will be available in 2008.
The process for approval begins with a pre-application meeting with the Green Space Advisory Committee to discuss the scope and intent of the proposed project, which should be generally consistent with County and municipal Comprehensive Plans. The Advisory Committee ranks the proposal to compare it with the other proposals, then submits it with a recommendation to the Commissioners for their review; the responsibility for final approval lies with the Commissioners.
Use of funds is allocated by priority: 60% to agricultural land preservation,  20% open space, 10% to parkland/recreation, 8% to historical/cultural land; 2% is allocated to outreach and administration. 

WAAC views this development as beneficial to our watersheds in several ways First, undeveloped land provides our chief source of water, groundwater – more land, more precipitation infiltrates the ground, more groundwater. Second, fewer impervious surfaces – streets, driveways, roofs, parking lots, etc. – means slower runoff of precipitation into streams, so more water is retained for use. Third, preserved lands reduce the amount of development, limiting the need for new water hook-ups and wells. Finally, water passing through open space ground tends to be of better quality because it is naturally filtered and does not require as much (expensive) treatment before it can be used.

WAAC played a key role in bringing about the Green Space Program. Several WAAC members helped organize Keep Adams Green in 2005 which worked with the Commissioners to secure matching funds to carry out the recommendations in the 2004 report of the Green Ribbon Commission. This led to the Resolution passed by the Commissioners in July 2006 which created the Green Space Program.
Robter Lasco is a member of the Board of the Watershed Alliance of Adams County. WAAC’s web address is www.adamswatersheds.org.
