Green, Green and Green

You may think that green is an unusual color to use in the title of a watershed article; aqua blue might be better. However, since virtually all of Adams County’s water is only that which falls from the sky as rain or snow and then either evaporates, is used by growing plants, runs off in streams that leave the county, or infiltrates into underground aquifers that supply most of our water needs, what happens on the land is crucial. To have ample aqua blue water we need plenty of green space.

There are two County initiatives underway that will help protect the green space we need to secure our water supply and also provide other benefits such as space for parks and trails, historic preservation, and protection of farms and open space. The first is the development of a County Greenway Plan that eventually will be part of an updated County Comprehensive Plan. The other initiative to protect our land and water is a plan being developed by a Green Space Advisory Committee. The Watershed Alliance of Adams County is actively involved in both of these projects.

The Greenways plan being developed by the County Office of Planning & Development – the first of the three “greens” in the title – will identify corridors of land and water that can serve the public interest as protected open space. These corridors can include recreation areas, hiking and biking trails, wildlife habitat, and historic sites. The corridors would follow streams and ridgelines and travel through scenic farmland and orchards using a connected network of trails and roadways to provide access for both residents and tourists. The project began in late 2005, and the plan should be ready in mid 2007.

The Green Space Advisory Committee is a broad-based group of citizens and municipal officials appointed by the County Commissioners in September 2006. It is charged with developing a joint county-municipal plan for a land preservation program – the second green – similar to that recommended in 2004 by the County’s Green Ribbon Commission. The Committee has worked hard to develop a plan that will encourage broad participation by townships and boroughs, generate a wide variety of preservation projects throughout the County, and attract matching funds from the state’s Growing Greener program and other sources.

Earlier this week, the Committee met with the Commissioners to discuss its program and funding recommendations. In a nutshell, the Committee recommended that the County provide funds from taxes and from borrowing to match funds contributed by municipalities for approved preservation projects. These joint funds would be used to secure matching funds from the state and other partners. By pooling funds, significant preservation projects can be accomplished now while the economic environment is favorable and the land is still available.

The third green from the title of this article is – of course – money. That green stuff is needed for the two projects discussed above to become a reality of preserved open space for the benefit of current and future generations. Protecting our agriculture and tourism industries, our water supply, our special scenic and historic sites, and our rural heritage is an investment in our future. I believe the current cost of preservation is far outweighed by the future benefits.

Charles Skopic is the past President of the Watershed Alliance of Adams County (WAAC). WAAC’s web address is www.adamswatersheds.org
