KEEP ADAMS GREEN BACKGROUND

The mission of KEEP ADAMS GREEN is to inform Adams County citizens  of the urgent need and many benefits of supporting a County bond issue that, along with State matching funds, will be used to protect our land, water, historic and scenic resources for the benefit of current and future generations. 
Relevant Facts

· Open Space = Fiscal Savings  /Residential developments cost more

· Average Cost of  Servicing Residential Property:  $1.15 per $1.00 raised in taxes, current taxpayers make up the deficit (source:  American Farmland Trust)

· Average Cost of  Servicing Agricultural or forested land owner:  $0.37 for every $1.00 raised in taxes

· Since 1950, Pennsylvania has lost 4 million acres of farmland – an area larger than Connecticut and Rhode Island combined

· Adams County is the 3rd fastest growing county in Pennsylvania

· Some 19,000 new homes are expected to go up over the next ten years

· A number of studies show that property values are higher in communities with athletic fields, walking trails, parkland, open space, scenic vistas and farmland than for comparable homes in communities that don’t provide and protect these assets

· Adams County Fruit Belt was named one of Pennsylvania’s most endangered historic places by Preservation Pennsylvania, a state-wide voice for Pennsylvania’s Heritage

Opportunity

· In 2005, 13 out of 17 ballot initiatives requesting the use of public money for land conservation passed in Pennsylvania

· The “Growing Greener” ballot question posed by the state favoring borrowing money for protection of open space passed in Adams County by 58% to 42%.

· “The green light” has been given for a $625 million state spending plan for Growing Greener initiatives

· The county’s credit rating has never been below “A”

· Interest rates and land costs are increasing so preservation funding is needed now

· The “Trust for Public Land” (TPL) provides resources, leadership and training for groups helping to protect important open spaces

Paying for the Bond and Accountability

· Initially, a designated 1 mil county property tax would be enacted to support a $25 million dollar bond, about $60 per year for a house worth $120,000 in 1990 (the base year for County tax assessment valuations).

· It is proposed that the spending of the bond funds would be under the direction a Board appointed by the County Commissioners and administered by a coordinator who would be an employee in the Adams County Office of Planning and Development

· Activity that could be supported by bond funds include:  recreation, open space, greenways, natural, cultural, and agricultural conservation and preservation; acquisition, development and rehabilitation of passive parks and greenways, acquisition and protections of ecologically important lands and resources as wells as historical and culturally significant lands, resources, streetscapes, landscapes and viewsheds

Background Work Done to Identify Needs and Solutions

The need for investment in our green infrastructure and possible solutions are documented in the following publications:

· Adams County Comprehensive Plan

· Natural Areas Inventory

· Park, Recreation and Open Space Plan

· 2004 Adams County Green Ribbon Commission Report

· 2006 Adams County Greenway Plan (currently being drafted)

For further information contact:  Alice Estrada (717)337-3491 or Mark Berg (717)642-9404

