COMMITTING TO THE ENVIRONMENT
I sometimes question our commitment, as a society, to support critical environmental initiatives. Most initiatives are costly, with results that may not be measurable or will not be evident for some time. But in the primary election in May, Pennsylvanians made a significant commitment to our environment by voting for the Growing Greener Bond Question in overwhelming numbers. The bond question was, “Do you favor authorizing the Commonwealth to borrow up to $625 million for the maintenance and protection of the environment, open space and farmland preservation, watershed protection, abandoned mine reclamation, acid mine drainage remediation and other environmental initiatives?”

Fortunately, more than 61% of the voters voted “yes” for this $625 million initiative to address environmental issues, a very positive indication of the commitment of Pennsylvania’s voters to the environment.  Locally, 58% of Adams County voters supported Growing Greener, and Franklin and Cumberland Counties also voted strongly in favor. Unfortunately, the voters in York County were less enlightened and most voted against. Somewhat surprising to me was the overwhelming support from the large cities and heavily populated suburban counties, which probably won’t receive much in direct benefit from Growing Greener (farmland preservation in Philadelphia?). This is a further indication that people are so interested in the environment that they will support environmental initiatives that do not provide local benefits. I do not believe that I overstate when I say that we are all environmentalists on some level; Pennsylvanians have spoken loud and clear through their actions.

For Adams Countians, the Growing Greener program presents a huge opportunity to be good stewards to our natural resources. The Watershed Alliance of Adams County has successfully utilized the previous Growing Greener program to receive $139,725 in grants to fund numerous environmental projects here in Adams County, and we should be in good position to take advantage of future opportunities resulting from the increased funding.  Administering grants takes considerable effort, and the Watershed Alliance could always increase our capability with additional volunteers. So if you want to get involved with hands-on stewardship of our watersheds, please contact me at 334-1142.

On a broader scale, some of the Growing Greener funds will be distributed on a matching basis, which will require counties/municipalities to match monies from Growing Greener with local money. Some counties have already issued bonds that will provide matching funds. For Adams County to receive full benefit from the Growing Greener program, matching funds will be needed. Efforts are underway to get a referendum regarding a county bond issue on the May election ballot. The Adams County Quality of Life Coalition has been formed to organize support for the referendum. The Coalition will build on the Green Ribbon Commission report released last year to convince our county commissioners and the general public of the need for – and the many benefits of – a bond issue. Given the tremendous growth taking place throughout Adams County, now is the time for us to act. Contact Mark Berg if you want to get involved.

The future has many opportunities for those who are prepared.

Patrick Naugle is a member of the Board and Past President of the Watershed Alliance of Adams County (WAAC). WAAC’s web address is www.adamswatersheds.org

