CLEAN STREAMS, CLEAN COMMUNITIES


When riding through scenic Adams County, one thing that stands out is the number of streams running through the countryside. They are beautiful to look at as they meander through farm fields and woodlands. Unfortunately not everyone thinks so. All too often our streams are used as dumping grounds for those who don’t want to be bothered with properly disposing of their trash. 


Recently a group of dedicated volunteers from the Watershed Alliance of Adams County (WAAC) got together to clean up one such dumpsite. Through a grant from the Susquehanna River Basin Commission (SRBC), WAAC was able to purchase materials that were necessary to accomplish this cleanup along with future cleanups. On Saturday, October 23, the volunteers met and picked up14 tires, 9 television tubes, a small freezer, several baby toys, and 40 bags of trash along the Conewago Creek just south of Biglerville. Amongst the debris were several containers that once contained oil and antifreeze, aluminum cans, glass jars, plastic bags and bottles, styrofoam food containers, clothing and some things that were better left unidentified. 


When trash is dumped illegally, it affects the whole community. It is an eyesore to those who have to live near or travel by the site. Adams County has a large number of outdoors people who like to walk, fish and hunt along the creeks and throughout the woodlands. The last thing they want to see is someone else’s trash. The biggest impact, though, is on the environment. Chemical containers can spill into the stream causing fish kills, polluting the water, as well as leeching into the groundwater, contaminating nearby wells. Glass can cut visitors to the areas, both human and animal. Plastic can choke and kill animals. The old saying “out of sight, out of mind” may apply for those who are doing the dumping, but items that are not recycled stick around for a LONG time. A few examples: aluminum cans-500 years, plastic bags-10 to 20 years, glass bottles-1,000 years, plastic bottles & styrofoam-indefinately.


Litter is unsightly, dangerous, contagious and expensive. Illegal dumping invites other dumpers, turning scenic countryside into garbage piles. Pennsylvania taxpayers have paid over $6 million dollars in one year to cleanup roadside dumpsites. It is nine times more expensive to clean up litter than to collect the trash from proper receptacles.


The Watershed Alliance works hard at our mission to improve and protect the water resources within Adams County. You can help with that mission by properly disposing of your waste and recycling as much as possible. Teach your kids how to recycle, but most importantly, tell them why they are recycling and how they are helping to improve our community -- you’ll be surprised how quickly they’ll catch on! You can also help by recycling your used motor oil. If you change your oil yourself and don’t know what to do with the old, contact the County Solid Waste Coordinator at 338-9827 for a list of recyclers in the county.


So, the next time you are enjoying our scenic streams, remember the work that goes into keeping our community clean!

Michelle Kirk is WAAC’s Program Administrator; she can be contacted at waterstartshere@yahoo.com.

