BUT WHAT DO YOU DO?

The Watershed Alliance is holding its first annual dinner meeting on April 20, and in preparation for that event and our recent Newsletter, I was reviewing WAAC's accomplishments in 2004. With grant funding from Pennsylvania state government and help from volunteers, WAAC is conducting an assessment of water quality in Rock Creek and, in cooperation with the Watershed Alliance of York County, WAAC is developing a conservation plan for the Conewago Creek watershed. WAAC volunteers also conducted a stream clean-up along a section of the Conewago Creek -- a difficult but necessary task that raises the question: Why would anyone despoil a beautiful stream with old tires, TV tubes, and other trash which create an eyesore and pollute the stream? The answer eludes me.

The review of accomplishments only partially answers a good question that was posed to me last fall when I was staffing a WAAC display at Farm City Day, organized by Adams County offices and Penn State Extension Service, answering questions about WAAC and providing general information about watersheds in Adams County. One visitor listened to my presentation, glanced at a WAAC brochure, and then asked me, “But what do you do?” I explained our overall mission to improve and protect water resources, and some of the specific projects we had done. But there was no single project I could point to that exemplifies what WAAC does. That was slightly frustrating and yet encouraging because it reminded me that WAAC has been involved in a wide variety of projects that range from demonstrating innovative agricultural equipment and practices that protect water resources, to restoring and stabilizing eroded stream banks.

Perhaps our most important activities have no tangible end products. Watershed protection for a county with about 333,800 acres and some 1,300 miles of streams necessarily requires the cooperative efforts of citizens, government officials, farmers, businesses, and professionals such as attorneys and engineers. For all these parties to work constructively to protect water resources, they need data about actual and potential problems, information about possible solutions, and an understanding of the future consequences that may result from not adopting good water protection policies and practices. WAAC strives to provide some of the data, information, and understanding that will advance watershed protection in Adams County. 

That is what we do. 

*   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *

The 1st Annual Adams County Fishing & Outdoor Expo, held at Buchanan Valley Fire Company, was the first event of its kind in Adams County, with almost 600 visitors throughout the weekend. The Expo was a joint fundraiser for Adams County Trout Unlimited (TU) and the Watershed Alliance. We would like to thank the Buchanan Valley Fire Company for providing tasty food for visitors to purchase, and our many vendors who made the Expo a success – too many to name here – for taking a chance on us this first year: We would also like to thank the businesses and individuals who generously donated items for our raffle. Door prizes were given out to visitors throughout the weekend. Be sure to mark your calendars now for next year’s Expo, to be held at Buchanan Valley Fire Company on March 4 & 5, 2006!

